60                                 APPENDIX

If we now turn to the broad facts of the case, the following
may be regarded as undisputed.

(1)    There is no evidence that the shadow-play was  known
in Java till the Hindu religion and culture were thoroughly
established in that island.

(2)    Shadow-plays have been undoubtedly known in  India
from an early period.   The earliest work of   the    kind    so
far known is Mahanataka which must have been composed
before 850 A.D., i.e. before it is first referred to in  Javanese
literature.

(3)    As in Wayang-Purva, the earliest type of   "Wayang
in Java, so in the shadow-plays of India, the theme  of the play
is exclusively taken from the two epics the Eamayana and
the Mahabharata.

(4)    "Wayang is not known to any other Indonesian   people
(except the Javanese and the Balinese).

If we add to these the predominant influence of Hindu
culture in Java, particularly in the period when we get
the first reference to Wayang in Java, there can be hardly
any reasonable doubt that like so many other institutions
the Wayang in Java had also an Indian origin,

It is needless to consider seriously the view, already refuted
by Hazeu, that Wayang had a Chinese origin.